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Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: E6-of 36   

Early Native American groups lived in different cultural regions. 
Their environments had different resources. Each group specialized 
in making particular products or developing certain skills, based on 
their resources. As they perfected their techniques, something exciting 
began to happen. For the fi rst time in their tribes’ history, they had 
a surplus of materials. They had enough to meet their own needs 
with some left over. The conditions were perfect for an economy 
to develop. In an economy, goods, services and often money are 
organized into a system to manage those resources. 

Native American groups began to work with each other to simplify 
their work and share items they wanted or needed. They began to 
barter as they began to interact with each other. Bartering is trading 
goods or services directly for other goods or services rather than using 
any form of money. Having the ability to barter with other tribes meant 
that it was easier on all the groups. No one group had to work as hard 
to make or fi nd everything they needed for survival. 

Native American tribes would often travel long distances for 
the opportunity to trade with each other. In between trading times, 
they would gather or create surplus products. They set things aside 
especially for the purpose of bartering with other tribes at their 
trade meetings. 

An additional benefi t of trading between cultural regions was 
the ability to enjoy products that were impossible to make with the 
resources in the tribe’s home territory. Tribal members of the Desert 
Southwest region  wanted tools fashioned from whalebone. There 
is no whalebone available in the desert. However, they could get it 
from the tribes of the Pacifi c Northwest region, who had access to 
resources found on the beach or in the sea. 

Some people still use bartering today to get the something they 
need or want. For example, you might offer to do the dishes for your 
brother if he will take you to the movies. Especially in tough economic 
times, people return to this age-old way of getting things that they 
need. We will probably always have some form of money, but we don’t 
always have to use it. 

Answer the following questions based on the  
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to 
the passage whenever necessary to fi nd or 
confi rm your answers.   

Cross-Curricular Focus: History/Social Science
Name:  ______________________________________Bartering for Basics

1) What is the purpose of this passage? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

2) What was one advantage to bartering for the 
Native Americans?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

3) What does it mean to specialize?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

4) What is an economy?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

5) Do you think that you would like to try bartering 
with someone in the future? Why, or why not?

_________________________________________

_________________________________________



Marking the Text Overview 
 

As you read through your text, complete the following steps: 

1. Number the paragraphs 
 

2. Underline the main ideas 
 

3. Highlight the key points that support the main ideas 
 

4. Put a star by anything that is important 
a. For example: put a star by information that provides evidence  

 
5. Circle important vocabulary words AND words that you don’t know 

 
6. Put an exclamation mark next to anything that surprises you 

 
7. Put a question mark next to anything that confuses you 

 
8. Write comments or draw pictures in the margins on anything that helps you connect  

information you are reading to information you already know or have experienced 



A.C.E Writing Strategies 

A 
Answer the 

question 

Take the question you are being asked and make it a 
statement while you answer it 

 
Example: 

Question: What is your favorite free time activity? 
Answer: My favorite free time activity is watching movies. 

C 
Cite Evidence ● Use your previous experience, prior knowledge, 

or information from what you read to support 
your answer 

● Try to use transitional words and phrases such as 
‘in fact,’ ‘especially,’ ‘such as,’ and for instance’ 

 
Example: In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch them as 

often as possible. 

E 
Elaborate ● Add more information to your evidence by 

explaining, comparing & contrasting, showing 
cause & effect, etc. 

 
Example: In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take 

a break from reality and enter a new world. 

 

PUT IT ALL TOGETHER: 

Question: What is your favorite free time activity? 
Answer: 

My favorite free time activity is watching movies. In fact, I like all genres of movies and watch 

them as often as possible. In my opinion, watching movies is a great way to take a break from 

reality and enter a new world. 
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Overview 

● Many distinct Native American tribes populated the southwest region of the current United States, starting in about 

7000 BCE. 

● The Ancestral Pueblo tribes—the Anasazi, Mogollon, and Hohokam—began farming in the region as early as 2000 

BCE, producing an abundance of corn. Navajos and Apaches primarily hunted and gathered in the area. 

● These ancient southwestern tribes deserted the area around 1300 CE, probably due to crop failures; European 

colonists encountered a group of people partially descended from the Ancestral Pueblos in the mid-1500s. 

Geographic and temporal setting: the Pueblo desert 

The Southwest region, expanding through present-day Arizona and New Mexico and into Colorado, Texas, Utah, and Mexico, 

was home to a variety of Indian groups and cultural practices pre-colonization. In this region dwelled several groups we 

collectively call the Pueblo. The Spanish first gave them this name, which means “town” or “village,” because they lived in 

towns or villages of permanent stone-and-mud buildings with thatched roofs. The three main groups of the Pueblo people 

were the Mogollon, Hohokam, and Anasazi. 

The Anasazi, sometimes called the Ancestral Pueblos, resided in the Four Corners region — where Colorado, Utah, New 

Mexico, and Arizona meet; the Mogollon lived mostly in southwestern New Mexico; and the Hohokam dominated the desert 

of southern Arizona. Historians estimate that these three tribes reigned over the region from approximately 200-1500 CE, 

and either dissolved or evolved into the Pueblo Indians—whom the Spanish encountered and who still reside in modern New 

Mexico. They have also transformed into the Zuni and Hopi tribes. The Apache and Navajo tribes arrived in the Pueblo 

region around 1200 CE from the Pacific Northwest and remained distinct from the Pueblo people living in the region. 

Common food practices: introduction of agriculture 

Historians credit the Anasazi, Mogollon, and Hohokam as the first farmers in America. Corn, the first crop the Ancestral 

Pueblos cultivated, permeates many creation stories of the Pueblo people. The Ancestral Pueblos regarded the harvest of 

corn not only as a nutritional necessity, but a spiritual gift. Although agriculture seemed to represent the society’s 

development, the Ancestral Pueblos had a much healthier diet when they hunted and gathered, as opposed to the limited 

diversity in a diet dominated by corn. 

In the arid climate of the Southwest, the Ancestral Pueblos developed complex irrigation systems which maintained crops 

even in the hot sun. In 800 CE, the Hohokam had created one of the largest irrigation systems to date, stretching through 
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most of what we call Arizona today. This new irrigation system allowed the Pueblos to begin planting beans and squash, in 

addition to corn. 

These elaborate systems enabled agriculture to flourish, which in turn, created new forms of production and societal 

development. Women began to make ceramic pots to hold the surplus of corn, squash, and beans, and large vessels to grind 

the corn. They also wove baskets with which to collect the harvest. While agriculture boomed in the region, Navajos and 

Apaches arrived from the Pacific Northwest in about 1200 CE and retained the dominant food practice of their home region, 

hunting and gathering. 

Societal organization: villages and pueblos 

Agriculture dictated the way the Ancestral Pueblo people lived. With surplus food and stability, they became more 

sedentary, living in stone and adobe houses. Equivalent to massive present-day apartment complexes, these buildings had 

multiple stories, each with multiple rooms. The Ancestral Pueblos, regarded as highly developed for their time, tended to live 

in larger towns with thousands of people and intricate dwellings. 

Chaco Canyon, a center for the Anasazi people, was home to over twelve thousand people and became a trade hub. The 

Chacoans, a branch of the Anasazi people living in the canyon, created over four hundred miles of roads that connected the 

town to other disparate villages in the region. The Chacoans mostly traded away turquoise, traveling west for sea shells from 

California, south for exotic birds from Central America, and north for minerals and ores from the Rocky Mountains. 

Navajos and Apaches were more nomadic, mostly due to the fact they continued to hunt and gather. Since they were always 

on the move, their homes were much less permanent than the pueblos. For instance, Navajos fashioned their iconic 

eastward-facing round houses, known as hogans, out of materials like mud and bark. 

Social and religious norms: the spirit of the crop 

Farming, the Southwestern natives believed, was a more sustainable way to ensure their society’s sustenance than hunting 

and gathering. But that hypothesis proved false in the face of natural disaster. A persistent drought, lasting from about 

1130-1180 CE, decimated the Anasazi crops, while a major flood in 1358 destroyed the Hohokam irrigation system. 

These disasters led the Ancestral Pueblos to hold spiritual ceremonies, praying to their gods for a bountiful harvest and good 

weather. They would pray to natural entities, like plants and animals, for agricultural, hunting, and personal success. These 

religious ceremonies brought together lots of people to create larger religious communities than social units like the family. 
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The extended family lived and worked together, both male and female participating in the traditionally-women dominated 

agricultural process. Since the Pueblos did less hunting, men helped with farming. In addition to farm labor, women raised 

children and performed household tasks, while male heads of households would participate in an informal council to make 

community, or band, decisions. Band leaders generally had more impact on decision making and public relations than the 

tribe, a more loosely configured political organization. While the band would deal with public happenings and unrest, the 

tribe provided an ethnic identity for the regional people. 

Ultimately, most of the Ancestral Pueblo fled the area probably due to the drought. The Spanish encountered a hodgepodge 

of remaining descendants of the Ancestral Pueblos in the mid- 1550s who then became commonly remembered as the 

Pueblos. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

American Indian Culture of the Southwest DBQs 

Write your responses to the questions below in your History Journal.  You can make a History 
Journal by stapling 10 pieces of paper together.  Be sure to respond in your own words. 
 

1. How did the introduction of agriculture affect the religious practices of the ancient southwestern Native Americans? 

 

2. Why do you think the Ancestral Pueblos began to settle into homes ‘equivalent to massive present-day apartment 

complexes?’  What are the benefits of living in such a way?  What are the negative aspects of living in such a way? 

Use evidence from the text. 

 

3. Do you think the Ancestral Pueblos should have continued hunting and gathering for their main source of 

nourishment? Why or why not? 

 

4. Predict how you think Ancestral Pueblos might interact with the Europeans coming over from Europe to colonize or 

settle in the Americas.  Justify your response. 


